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A DEAR LITTLE MAID QF, TWO.

4'1) sing you u song to & nursery tune |
~'Uf o dear Uttle matd of two, .
Who hus peachen cheeks und rosebud Hps,
And eyes of o soft ses blue:
With churms of o glecful innocence,
Thut are ripe at the age of two,

* She s not ar angel, no, 0o, no'
And Heaten be pruised for that;
<8he v fairly human from top 1o loc,
With llmb) that are daintily fat
Anil where she trots, be {2 high or low,
T'hare Is wenlth of surprising chat,

+ Bomobody's hoart is <trong and brave,
Anil somebody*s love Is true,
0y diay, by night, they are amply tried
By this Httie muid of two;
Lut somohods*s love would never tive,
Hul it ten thmes more to do,

WEat rewnrd dees somebody got.
Dear dreamoer with eyes of blue®

A kins, u smile, feem tho rogulish pet,
A tender curessar tw),

Why. cuch of these 1s u Heaven of bliss,
From g sweot. litle mald ke you,

- Qume, bappy mald, with the sca-bright eyes,
And prattie about my knee, :
Then 1oy that.soft sound cheek 1o mine,
And lnugh in invovent gleo:
That childish talk and downy touch
wive joy uud strength to me.

Then grow, my sweet, o8 well you may,
And be like somebedy, true,
For high-born dames of poblest heart
Huve beoen us tiny as you—
And in the maiden of twenty-one
Muy we tind the maid of two!
—Heonry Johnston, in Good Words.

THE GILA MONSTER.

Tacts Concerning This Mysterious
and Dreadful Lizard

It Is a Sluggish Reptile But When Sadden-
Iy Attacked or Cornered Spits a Dead-
ly Polson —Studying » Captive
by Submitting 12 to Tests,

The Gila ‘Monster (He'oderma horré
dwm), which lives in the valleys and
sandy plains of Arizona and Sonora,
is called by the native Mexicans Escup-
ton, which means *“‘Spitter,” derived
from the Spanish werb escupier, to spit.
It has at all times given rise to many
seomingly improbable stories, and ex-
cited considerable curiosity: so it may
not bLe amiss to take a closer look
at the mysterious object in the light of
recently-developed facts, and an expe-
rience af many years spent in the regions
of this animal's habitat. The lizard—
for such it evidemtly is — varies in
length from fifteen to thirty inches, and
hasa heavy rounded body, which touches
the ground when the animal creeps
along. unless enraged, when it assumes
& more crect posture, moves quicker
and begins to spit. Its coloring is like
that of the rattlesnake, black figuring
-on yellow, fhe entire body being ap-
parently scaly, though in reality the
whole skin is composed of small parti-
«cles, closely joined together, like an
¢mbroldery-work of beuds. It 14 the
only onc of the lizurd family that is ex-
tremely venomous.

Mr. Paul C, Brown, in a most interest-
ing recent article, says that the long-
«debated question as to the venomous
nature of the Gila Monster was brought
up at a late mesting of the College of
Physicians at Philadelphia. Drs. Mitch-
-ell and Reichart had on hand live, vig-
.orous specimens of the lizerd. Dr.
Mitchell caused one to attack the edge
-of udish, and some of the saliva was
caught in a watch-glass. This was first
tested. The venom of poisonous reptiles
is acid, but this was alkaline. A minute
~guantity was then injected into a live
pigeon, which died 1n less than nine
minutes, Other experiments were tried
which demonstrated the dangerous char-
.acter of the poison. According to these
learned doctors, “rattlesnake poison isa
bagatelle in comparison.”

The writer's personal experience with
‘this saurian, which covers a period of
«over twenty-two years, may be con-
densed into the following facts. In
1807, while in the employ of the United
States Quartermaster Department, 1
was stationed at Fort Wallen—sinoe
;abandoned—in the Territoryof Arizona,
on the upper San Pedro river, and hay-
iing considerable leisure time, I occu-
wpied mysell frequently in collecting
rtarantulas, centipedes, snakes, campa-
smochas, ete., and studying their habits.
One day during the summer, our mail-
veider from Tucson seported te me that

..he had met on his bome-trip—in fact,
rthat very morning—with & borrible ani-
smal, at sight of which his horse shied
precipitately, almost 'unseating him.
He gquieted the horse, which, although
trembling+in every limb, came to a
stand. Refore the rider had time to
spull his revolver and 'take aim, the
strange animal disappeared among the
rocks which line both sides of the road
.t that place. Hedeseribed the animal
as about four feet long, and not unlike
a young caiman or crocadile (the rider
-was a native of Louisians). We had at
-the fort several Mexicans, employed as
brick-makers and herders; amd upon
their hearing his imperfect description,
they came unanimously to the ocemclu-
sion that he had seen an ~escupion; only
they shook. their heads at the alleged
size of the animal, all stating that they

"o never seen ong exceeding s wors
:%—Mhl-&. ‘o
ww Icalled these wmen to

for a live specimen, and half thatamount
for a dead omne, mot mutilated de any
great extent.  On the following-Sunday
two of them started out, and towards
evening brought in = Gila Monster
twenty-eight inches in Jengih, which
they had lassoed while. it was aslosp, or
apparently so,-on the sunny surface of
s large rook, which allowed them to

orawl up from behiod .upperceived and |

Ao throw the.

[ what ol

.from the sutler to compose their nerves,

: _ head, They |
were carrying I} bgtieen them, hanging
from a Cereus pole, the ends of which
rested on their shoulders, leaving be-
twoen tho dangling animal and i car-
riers o distance of at least six feet,
still they uppeared to me to be uncom-
fortable, and as soon as I approached—
in my ignorance and eagerpess—some- |
ta the reptile, they both
buest out with: ‘Por Dios, senor,
culdado!™ (For Godls sake, sir, take
care!) ‘ ‘
I'here being an empty grain-room

it. attached to a raw-hide rope fastened
to an iron picket pin, giving bhim about
four feet play-room. This 1 did with
the help of my two Mexican friends,
armed with long blacksmith's tongs,

look out for my fingers and keep out of
reach of the animal's spittle. After
paying the men, Isent for something

in order to ascertain from them the
causo of their abject fear. Their stories
mainly coincided with those of the
other Mexicans and Indians whom I
have interrogated upon the subject
since, and though but hearsay evidence,
1 would state that these reports may be
accepted as facts, the narrators being
men of unguestionable veracity, and my
later experiments bearing them out in
their assertions.

A wood-cutter who had laid down in
complete health to sleep, wrapped up in
his blanket, failed to arise in the morn-
ing when his co-laborers called him,
Upon uncovering him they found him
stone dead, and near his body a Gila
Monstor, which, in the bustle and con-
fusion of the moment, made good his
escape. The body of the man bore no
mark of a bite or other wound.

Near Magdalena, Sonora, 8 man was
hunting rabbits with a dog. The latter
inserted his snout into a rabbit hole but
immediately retreated, uttering fearful
howls while be was trying to shake off
a Gila Monster which had fastened its
teeth into the dog’s nose, and although
snarling and spitting without interrup-
tion could not be made to let go its
hold till it was killed, and even then
its jaws had to be forced apart with an
iron rod. The dog, upon being released,
began to act very strangely, and showed
something like the same symptoms as a
horse does when suffering from the
“blind staggers;” but soon began turning
around itself in a circle with tho head
for its center, and in about twenty min-
utes fell down dead. The same actions
before death were observed in a mule,
only this animal was bitten in a hind-
leg and lived for several days.

A young miner while prospecting was
bitten just above the shoe. Although
previously in the best health, he at
once began to lose flesh, became melan-
choly, and died after a few months in
the manner of those who sucoumb to
what in tiermany is called the galloping
consumption. :

1f space allowed, I could enumerate
many simflar cases, more or less au-
thenticated: but suffice it to say, that
among the natives the universal belief
is that the spittle or saliva, and even
the mere breath and exhalation, of the
animal in an excited state is deadly
poison. I have been told by many
Mexicans that the Yaqui Indians hunt
the Gila Monster for the sake of its
flesh, which is indeed appetising enough
to look at; but several Yaquis to whom
I spoke about the matter have denied
the assertion.

After this digression, let us return to
my prisoner in the grain-room. The
reader may imagine that, after the re
peated cautions I had received from its
captors, 1 personally gave the animal a
wide berth, although I tried to induce
a pointer, which we kept for huniling
quail, to investigate the nature of the
new-comer's temper. When the dog
perceived the big lizard he stood per-
fectly still and trembled with fear, then
turned about and fled. One of the men
now brought a very brave and even
vicious rat-terrier, who entered boldly
enough and walked, sniffing cautiously,
towards the Gila Monster, which, in its
turn, came forward to the length of the
rope. The two animals were now only
a few feet apart; the dog began to whine
and bark alternateiy, advancing a few
inches and retreaiing agmin, showing
plainly that he would like to go in and
shake his adversary, who by this time
had straightoned his legs and was spit-
ting furiously. shooting out bis forked
black tongue, while his little black eyes
oxhibited the “uncanny” fire of an
angry snake. The dog could not be
induced to go any nearer, dnd the fight
was abandoned. The lizard was then
given the corner of a woolen blanket;
into this it bit furiously, holding on
with such tenacity that we had to pro-
cure & crowbar to pry its jaws open.
Cats in the same room—which
had no door—with the suarian would,
upon perceiving the animal, bristle up
like the ‘‘fretful porcupine” and make
a very speedy exit
chopped meat and a bowl of water with-
in the reach of my captive and left him

he was gone, having dexterously slipped
the noose over his head—at least there
was no visiblo sign of gnawing on any
part of the rope. .

Sinos then 1 have experimented with
many specimens; in fact, I buy a few
every summer, either for that purpose
or for stuffing. One I kept for over
three months. It appeared to be quite
old, and I used to place in its prison—a
lmﬂfwﬁhx—m mioce, lizards
and with olipped wings. It re-
mained entirely inoffensive, but the an-
imals thes introduced Inte the beox

oprner und pethain tﬂlﬂ with evident

nesses to the performance. In order to

about the place, I lodged the saurian in |

while they continually cautioned me to fthat the saurian was as alive as evor,

I placed some | play

to himself. On the following morning | proo

signs of abject Year. -

Finally T restlved to stuff it, and now
became seyninted with a new Teature
of this animal's'nature, a feature,so ex-
traordinary, so: altogother ineredible,
that [ almost bitsitate to relate it, al
though 1 can produce several eye-wit-

rvo the skin without the least
mutilation, I thought that the best way
to kill the anlmai with the least possi-
ble suffering would be to drown it. J
therofore attached a heavy stono to the
wire which held the animal fast around
the shoulders and immersed it in a bar
ol Tull of water, kpeping the lizard
completely under its.surface, anchored,
a8 it ‘were. But when I found, after
tiwelve hours of continuous immersion,
1
then, with the help of another man, |
tried fo strangle the animal, but did not
succoed. A4 this stage a friend arrived
at the house, and I related to bim my
perplexity; dnd he—a native of Sonora
—killed the mfimal in & second by giv-
faig §f a moderato short dry knock with
the poker on the back part of the skull
where the latter joims the backbone,
telling me that the (ila Monster had &
soft spot there, which L found to bo the
case while stuffing the animals,

In direct contrast with the last-men-
tioned peacefully-inclined specimen
were several which I kept at different
times. They would pounce upon any
thing that came in an aggressive
manner near them; and I do not remem-
ber any small animal or bird that
lived longer than from ten to thirty
minutes after being bitten, with one
exception. Small creatures, like mice
and little pullets, would die almost im-
mediately. A good-sized three-year-old
rooster, however; which bhad a fight
with him one day and was bitten in the
leg, survived the batile for several
years, although remaining lame. The

otherwise pretty badly used, so tnat I
killed him in order to make a new ex-
periment. I boiled him for sbout two
hours in a well-cleansed kerosene can,
and then gave astreet cur about ome
pint of the liquid substance. He lapped
it eagerly, as if it were beeof-tea, ap-

lizard had one eye put out and wn‘

peared to enjoy it greatly, and mani-
festly looked about for more. Although
I kept him locked up for several days in
my courtyard, I failed to discover in |

from the unaccustomed diet. This ex-
periment I repeated at different times,

harmless result: so that 1 came to the

boiling or the gastric juice of the dog's
stomach neutralised the venom.

cated? When I dissected the first Helo-
deriea, 1 found, to my great surprise,
that notwithstanding the evidentouter
resemblance of its bead to thatof the
rattlesnake, there were no fangs, mno
venomous bladders, no visible recept-
acle for venom; and furthermore, that
whereas the jaws of venpmous snakes
are simply held in position by a num-
ber of elastic skins, which allow their
throats to stretch to a great extent and
thus enable them to swallow bodies of a
wuch greater circumference than them-
selves, the jaws of the Ileloderma are
well locked or hinged like those of the
quadrupeds.

Although I have always been careful
not to come in direct contact with a live
Gila Monster, I have never taken any
particular precautions for my hands
while stuffing one and have handled its
flesh freely. The animal has two rows
—upper and lower—of very sharp teeth
on each side, those of the upper jaw
being oconsiderably longer than the
lower. The stomsch is very small
Strange to say, the skin is thinnest on
the buck and slong the spine is as thin
as paper, while it becomes thicker to-
wards the belly and is thickest around
the tail. The little paws are exquisite-
ly shaped and the forepaws resemble—
the thumb excepted—very much a hu-
man band in form.

1 have never yet seen a Gila Monster
eat or drink, although I had several
that became tame enough. What little
they did eat or drink was made away
with either at night or when nobody
was present. 1 generally gave them
chopped meat or earthworms; Lut am
positive that quite frequently, especial-
ly after being recently captured, they
would go without food or drink for a
week or more. Its natural food I sup-
pose to consist of small insects, bugs,
worms and larve; and as it has never beea
seen before April or after September, it
is rational to conclude that it hibernates
during the cool ahd cold seasons—
Chambers' Journal.

Take s Ralu Bath. '#

One of the best ways of refreshing the
complexion is to expose it freely to the
rain. A long walk, with the soft rain
ing in one's face, is a thorough
beautifier, which-umbrellas have robbed
us of long enough. Equipped in wator
{f cloak and cap sof storm serge,
leaving the face quite bare, one should
walk hours st least to get the full
benofit of the rain.  Not osly the rain
but the vaporladen air soaks the
tissues, washing the skin more
thoroughly than a Turkish bath, filling
out the shrunken skin, by
house heat and obll - fine |
wrinkles. Sleep and walking in the

rain two t aids to beauty which
e - Diana of

him the least inconvenience resulting |

conclusion thut either the process of |

. . JREGIPRECITY.. ... ... |

Seeretary ' m of Pan-American
Free Trade. '

Wasmixatox, Aprll #—Since the an-
nouncement was made fhat there wasa
scheme on foot to" negotfite treaties of
reciprocity with the Cent#il and South
American Stales the matter has been
very widely disoussed and much has
been written on the subject Itis now
quite well known that the Secretary of
State has been engaged for months in
negotisting o treaty which will estab-
lish more reciprocal relatioms with
Mexico and that he has also.‘within
the past few weeks indicated to the Ar
gentine Confederation that the Repub-

| liccould have the same privileges of

receprocity as were proposed tb Mexleo.

Should these regulations be consum-
mated they will probably be communi-
eated in the form of a treaty to the Sen~
ate before the tariff measure renches
that body. The terms of the treaties,

30 far as they are known, would obviate
the necessity of placing a duty on hides,
lead ores, and other Mexican or South
American products.

The knowledge of pending negotia-
tions has been communicated to some of
the members of the Senate Committee
on Foreign Relations, and intimationsof
the same character have been conveyed
to some members of the Committee on
Ways and Means, and also to certain
Representatives from Massachusettsand
other New England States. If this de-
sired reciprocity can be accomplished
and the trade between the Americas

-put on n secure footing, it is believed

that it will go far toward satisfying
the large interests that are now clamor-
ing to bave raw material from these
sountries placed on the free list.

The attitude of Secretary Blaine to~
ward Mexico and the Argentine Repub-
lic is understood to apply to all Central
and South American States if théy de-
sire 10 take advantage of it

RUSK'S REMEDY.
The Necretary of Agricnlture on the Farm
Depressi

on.

New Yorx, April 22 —A speclal to the
World from Washington says that Sec-
retary Rusk is about to issue an address
to the farmers of the country, explain-
ing how the depression in agriculture
can be remedied. - He attributes the
present state of affairs in part to care-
lessnéss in culture, and says that in the
days of world-wide competition a suc-
cessful farmer must be as well trained

whenever I received a specimen whose '-“d curefal s ‘busivess as the jwiaee-

mutilated carcass did not admit of |
stuffing, and always with the sama\

keeper, and his equal in intelligence
and general education.

The Secretary also thinks that the
farmer does not study the market re-
ports as carefully as he sbould, and rec-

i ommends that he avail himself of the
information supplied by the Agricultur-
But where is this deadly venom lo- ) Department. He thinks that farmers

should not hcquire more land than they
can profitably cultivate. After touch-

ing upon the guestion of fawn mort-

gages, transportation, the ‘middle
man, gambling in farm products and
combinations to control the mar-
ket, the Secretary makes a long argu-
ment in favor of higher duties on farm
products. He gives tables to show that
our imports of sgricultural products
amount to $220,278,738, the greater part
of which, probably £250,000,000, might
be, with proper encouragement, pro-
‘duced on our own soil. He thinks that
‘the problem can be solved by the impo-
sitionof high rates of duty on agricult-
ural products.

A FALLING BRIDGE.
¥Fatal Accident st a Colored Baptizing st

springfield, Ohlo.
SprizerizLp, 0., April 22 —At a col-|.

ored baptizing given in Buok creek yes-
terday afternoon a part of a bridge
crowded with apectators fell in. Four
persons were injured fatally and over
fifty more received injuries. There
were about 000 people on Limestone
street bridge, whith had been con-
demned and afterward repalred, and
which spans M.l in addition to
crossing the creek.
feet long and five wide. There were
about 200 persons standing there when
Elder Green marched into the water to
find a suitable immersion place. He
was just going back to shore when a
ghout went up from the assembled
crowd. The foot bridge had fallen,
taking with it its human freight.
; The injured were soon rescued. Those
probably fatally hurt are; A. Lehman,
aged sixty-five; Mrs. Margaret Flannery,
aged .uuvemy; Mrs. Chulas.:ommd
Il had bones brgken and were
D. B. Green created some sur-
prise by going on with the baptism.
paused for a time while the wound
carried away and them
calmly prooreded to baptize every ome
of his nineteen converts, as il nothing
had bappened. He claimed that the
souls of this band of nineteen could not
the skies fell,

B

day of Oklahoms. Hon Sidney Clarke,
of Lawrence, Kan., will deliver the ad-
dress. Business will be entirely gue-
pended and the citizens attend the fo-
peral en masse.

would at once retire into the farthest

was about 100 | P08

- WINDQM. ON. SILVER.. ..
The Secretary of the Gives His
Wasurxaroy, April #3—Secretary
Windom last night gave out the fallow-
ing, which is taken from s lettes ad-
dressed by him to s Western correspond-
ent in answer to comments and inquiries
upon the present status of the silver

question: .

The bill recommended by the Treasury
was framed mainly £ o two purposes:

10 meet the demand for sn Increase of
culatjon; and sec nd, to enhancs :

of sitver by providing for it an additional
and safe use us momey. If approved by Coa-
gress it will, in my judgment,

both of these objects and at the same time
afford a fair and just basis for of
actlon on the sliver question. Tothes
Interest it offers every substantinl

that can be granted without peril to our
financial system, and far greater advantages
than can be found In free colnage. Tothose
who devmnd “more it offers an an-
nual increase of from $30,000, 00 to & 0,000,000,
To those who Inslst upon a m.dmrr-g.
it gives the nmplest guarsntes agalnst
degradation of the American dollar, Butto
those who would Inflate the ourrency by in-
hc&l‘l.: 4 large volume of money without ad-
oq safeguards aguinst deprecistion, &
offefs no comfort whatever, And right here
is found the secret of much of opposition to
some of, Its redemption features.

In reply to your friendly criticisms, let me
invite yonr attention to the extraordinary
conoessions which are cffered to the silver
sontiment gf the country.

¥irst—It proposed to absorb all the
sllver produced by the mines and reduoction
works of the United Sintes, thereby with-
drawing from the market nearly one half of
the en.lre silver uct of the world and
th:u! greatly enhiincing the value of the
whole, .

tecond—Nrt content with this conoession,
which Is surely withotit a parallel as to any
other produet, the Senate committee ins sta
that the Government shall be compel ed to
purchase $4,%00,00 worth of sllver in each
month, making $54,00 1,000 a year, which with
the amount needed for the arts and for our
trade with China, will exceed our own pro-
duction by about $10,%00,0°0 per annum. How
is this excess to be obtained? Only by pur-
chase from abroad. In the eventof an un-
favorable balance of trade when our
will be most needed at home we shall
compelled to export 1en mill'ons of
which we will then sorely need to pay for ten
millions of sllver which we will not need at
all. This compulsory purchase of sogreat
an amount will make the treasury the largest
operator In the most gigantio “corner” ever

organized.

Third—The bill reported by the House
committee provides that the notes lssued
for silver bullion shall be redeemed 'n
standard sllver dollars if demanded by the
holder, This will give to the owners of sil-
ver bullion the power to convert cvery
ounce produced in this country into stand-
urd silver dollars at their own will and
pleasure. True, there ls not the slightest
danger that this power will be exercised,
bhecanse no sane man will prefer to convert
treasury notes, which the Government is
bound to redeem In gold or its equivalent,
into standard silver doMars unless he may
want a limited number of them for some
specitie purpose. Under this bill the Gov-
ernment will not force silver dollars into
circulation, but it will permit any one to
have coined as many of them as he can pay
for with treasury notes, What more can the
advocates of the silver coinage demand?
Surely nothing, unless they desire to compel
the treasury to force standard dollars into

that we take nearly opo-half of the ‘s
silver produet and lock it up in order to in-
crease the value of the other bhalf; that we
join the silver producers In the most gigantie
“porner’ ever organized, and that we give
to the owners of silver bullion the right and
mmncwmnﬁ:ﬂ_‘udmw

Plalis

5z

:

return? On {lege of protecting

honor and eredit of the Nation by & grant of
power to redecm its notes in either gold or
in its equivalent of sliver bullion. All of the
bills on this subject a policy to
extend over an indefinite period, and which
will result in the issue of avery large volume
notes, If be made

g
i
5

as it surely will—ander such
law, or if for any
unable to redeem
the Government
eriminate against sliver
will at once command a promium
Nation will step down from its present
ition und take its place on the
basis of Caina, India and South
1t Is to save us from this dangerthat I
inslsted so strenuously for the
redeem In gold or Its equivalent of
bullion.

1 know of but two ways by which the pro-
posed lssue of treasury notes oan bean-
chored to the recognizsed values of the com-
mercial world. One is the bullion redemp-
tion feature provided in the Treasury billand
the othor s wothority to sell bonds In order
to provide a reserve fund to meet the con-
stant Increasing volume of propos+d treasu-
ry notks. Thy latter 1 belleve tobe both un-
necessary and unjustifiable. The former

e L et

to the fair fabrie of our Nat
conoessions

nsirely practicabl

" SHOT FROM AMBUSH,
Aﬁ-’dm—:-mﬁl

:h were shot by a gang headed
which 16d to the killing dates back sev-
eral years, when Brewer forced Johm




